
 

UK’S MOST INFLUENTIAL ‘TWITTERATI’ REVEALED 

New study reveals the top 20 most influential Tweeters in entertainment, music, politics, sport and 

technology 

Following the news that ‘Twitter’ has been named the word of 2009(1) and after a year that has felt like one 

long celebrity popularity contest lived out online, a new study by INQ Mobile reveals 2009’s top 20 most 

influential UK individuals on Twitter. 

The new list, entitled Twitterati, identifies the online influence of the 20 most popular UK Tweeters across 

five categories including entertainment, music, politics, sport and technology. 

The list was compiled by phone manufacturer INQ to mark the launch of its ‘Chat 3G’ phone; a mobile 

with a Twitter ‘feed’ running on the homescreen so Twitter addicts are automatically updated when people 

they are following tweet. 

And although headlines have been dedicated to Lily Allen’s departure from the site, Cheryl Cole’s public 

Twitter display of her wedding ring to quash marriage rumours and Darren Bent’s Tottenham Twitter 

tirade, only the most dedicated micro-bloggers have made the list. 

The research sees Mashable’s Pete Cashmore in the number one position crowned as the most 

influential person in technology and across all of the five categories; Stephen Fry at number two as the 

most influential name in entertainment; Dougie Poytner from McFly at number four as the leader of the 

pack in music; Sarah Brown is the biggest social player in politics and Andy Murray at number 11 as the 

most influential sport’s personality of the year.  



 

The top 20 UK influencers  

POSITION  NAME PROFESSION NO. OF 
FOLLOWERS 

INFLUENCE 
RATING 

 Pete Cashmore CEO at Mashable  1.8m  81.0  

 Stephen Fry Entertainer 1.1m 76.8 

 Russell Brand Entertainer 0.6m 69.1 

 Dougie Poytner McFly band member  139k 64.2 

 Tom Fletcher  McFly band member 175k 60.6        

 Eddie Izzard Entertainer  1.3m 55.2 

 Zee M Kane Editor in Chief of The Next Web 21k 47.0 

 Jonathan Ross Entertainer 461k 44.8 

 Richard Bacon DJ and presenter 1.2m 43.9          

 Peter Andre Singer/celebrity 390k 41.4 

 Andy Murray Sportsman 110k 37.9  

 Calvin Harris Musician  157k 35.4 

 Suzi Perry Gadget show presenter 29k 32.0 

 Sarah Brown  PM’s wife 1m 31.3 

 Imogen Heap Musician  1.3m 28.6  

 Ian Poulter Sportsman 877k 23.8 

 Tom Watson MP 6.8k 21.8 

 Boris Johnson  Mayor of London 59k 20.6 

 Darren Bent Sportsman 25k 20 

 Jenson Button Sportsman 49k 19.0 

 



 

Phone manufacturer INQ designs mobiles for the internet generation. Along with Twitter, the INQ Chat 3G 

also gives consumers push Gmail, a built-in Facebook application and a camera that can be used to 

upload photos to Facebook with just one click.   

Measuring influence 

The list was created by identifying the five most popular Twitterers across the five different categories, 

giving each an influence rating out of 100(2).  

Their relative influence was then measured by exploring:  

• The number of ‘tweets’ they send 

• The number of times they ‘re-tweet’ others’ updates 

• The number of times that person’s updates have been ‘re-tweeted’ 

• The number of times they are referenced in other people’s ‘tweets’ 

Error! Contact not defined., spokesperson for INQ Mobile comments, “Twitter has certainly been the 

word on everyone’s lips in 2009 but nothing has dominated the conversation quite so much as the 

popularity contest between celebrities. In the UK we’ve become used to hearing stories about celebrities 

going head to head in the fight for followers with Stephen Fry publicly losing his lead to Eddie Izzard and 

Richard Bacon. 

“However, it actually gets more interesting when you look at who has the most impact. Even though 

Richard Bacon now has more followers than Stephen Fry, Stephen still holds more influence to date.” 

International influence 

The research also explored the current top 20 most influential international individuals across each of the 

same five categories. While the UK’s Pete Cashmore still sits comfortably at the top of the international 

influencers list across technology and each of the other categories, the other leading names include P 

Diddy at number two the biggest name in music, Oprah Winfrey as the top entertainer at number four, 

Barack Obama somewhat inevitably the premiere politician at number eight and Shaquille O’Neal as the 

big name in sport at number 11. 



 

The top international influencers  

POSITION  NAME PROFESSION NO. OF 
FOLLOWERS 

INFLUENCE 
RATING 

 Pete Cashmore CEO at Mashable  1.8m  81.0  

 P Diddy Entertainer 2.3m 79.3                    

 Stephen Fry Entertainer 1.1m 76.8 

 Oprah Winfrey Entertainer 2.7m 73.9 

 Kim Kardashian Entertainer 2.6m 73.7 

 Ellen DeGeneres Entertainer 3.8m 73.6 

 Ryan Seacrest Entertainer 2.7m 71.8 

 Barack Obama  US President  2.8m 70.5 

 Ashton Kutcher Entertainer 4.1m 68.6 

 Britney Spears Singer  3.9m 66.8 

 Shaquille O’Neal Sportsman 2.6m 64.6 

 Mariah Carey Singer  2m 63.9 

 Lance Armstrong Sportsman 2.3m 63.8 

 Biz Stone Co-founder of Twitter  1.5m 62.4    

 Arnold 

Schwarzenegger 

Governor of California  1.9m 62.3 

 Al Gore Politician  1.9m 62.1 

 Tony Hawk Sportsman  1.9m 61.7 

 John Mayer Singer  2.7m 61.2 

 Veronica Belmont Tech TV show presenter 1.5m 56.8 

 Serena Williams Sportsperson 1.4m 53.6 

 

- Ends – 



 

For more information please contact the INQ Mobile press office at Mischief on 020 7100 999 or 

inqmobile@mischiefpr.com 

Notes to Editors: 

About INQ Mobile 

INQ Mobile (www.inqmobile.com) launched in 2008 to give consumers high-quality yet affordable mobile 

internet, and enable carriers to stimulate data usage across their customer base. The company recently 

released data detailing device usage on UK and Hong Kong networks that show usage patterns typically 

seen only on high-end smartphones.  

An average of 65 per cent of INQ users use Facebook regularly, 30 per cent use their INQ frequently for 

email, and Windows Live Messenger activity is three to four times greater than on comparably priced 3G 

phones.  In February 2009, INQ1 won 'handset of the year' at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona. 

The INQ Chat 3G is available in the UK now.  

                                                
(1) ‘Twitter’ was named the most popular word in the print and digital media around the world this 

year by the Global Language Monitor in November 20 

 

(2) Influence was measured using Twitalyzer.com based on results from 14/12/09 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


